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DVD Review: Cinderella III: A Twist in Time
by Doug DeBolt
Published: January 21, 2008

You might call this one, "We apologize for Cinderella II."

Disney  apparently  thought  the  original  story  needed  dressing  up,  and  it
concocted "Cinderella II: Dreams Come True," a mish-mash of three stories that
brought nothing to the party. Wisely, they must have realized that leaving the
story there would simply tarnish Cinderella's good name.

Enter "Cinderella III: A Twist in Time," a charming addition to the original that
asks the question, "What if the slipper didn't fit?" This time around, some writers
appear to actually have done some work, and they came up with a pretty unique
angle.

The Fairy Godmother gets a bit careless and allows Cinderella's stepmother to
see her using her wand. This, of course, sets an evil plan into motion as the
stepmother steals the wand and begins using it to revise history. Cinderella ends
up back in the service of her wicked family. (Apparently, we've forgotten about
Anastasia's romance from the second film and her blossoming friendship with the
princess.)

What ensues is a tale fule of twists and turns as the stepmother seeks to gain
revenge on Cinderella  while  at  the same time placing her  own family  in  the
palace.  Ultimately,  we  know  that  true  love  will  conquer  all  and  that  Prince
Charming will see through the spells of Lady Tremaine, but it's so endearing that
we  really  don't  care.  Every  aspect  of  the  DVD seems  to  be  upgraded  from
"Cinderella II" -- animation, music, storyline and even the performances (which
is most likely due to the quality of the material, given that the cast is virtually
identical to the first sequel).

Granted, this movie doesn't begin to approach the beauty and majesty of the
original. But in a Disney world where every movie is open to reinterpretation,
"Cinderella III" was a refreshing surprise and a joy to watch with my family.

Disney is set to retire this movie into the vault on Jan. 31, and while "Cinderella
II" is a movie that would be easy to see off the shelves, "Cinderella III" is too
good to pass up. Pick up a copy before it's too late.

Bonus features include a "Bibbidi Bobbidi Boo Choose" game, the music video of
"I Still Believe" featuring Hayden Panettierre, a backstage look at Disney Cruise
Line's "Twice Charmed" and a first look at the "Disney Princess Enchanted Tales"
DVD.
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