
Brothers Alex, left, and
Stephen Kendrick stand at the
site of one of the most action-
packed scenes in "Fireproof."
(Photo by Todd Stone)
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‘Fireproof’ producers use
faith to overcome limited
funding
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TODD STONE

On the surface, Sherwood
Baptist Church doesn’t look very
different from many other large
churches. Like most places of
worship in Albany, it has
opportunities for people to serve
in ministries like missions and
the choir. And it has a fairly
prominent media ministry that
places it on radio and television
each week.

Of course, not many churches
give their members the
opportunity to volunteer on the
set of a major motion picture or
to attend a movie premiere in
the church’s sanctuary. Since 2003, that’s what has been happening
at Sherwood, as it has become one of the country’s most unlikely
new movie studios.

It’s a story that could warrant a trip to the big screen itself if it wasn’t
so hard to believe. In just a few years, the crew at Sherwood has
gone from being filmmaking novices to trendsetters with the release
of their third movie, “Fireproof,” which opened nationwide Sept. 26
and finished in the Top 10 at the box office three out of five weeks.
It’s an amazing feat, considering that only five years ago, most of the
movies that Alex Kendrick, Sherwood’s associate pastor for media,
had made were shot with his brothers, Stephen and Shannon, when
he was growing up in Kennesaw.

“We’d do as many projects for school as possible,” Alex recalls.
“Instead of live book reports or presentations, we’d make videos if
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Capt. Caleb Holt, played by veteran actor
Kirk Cameron, drags a child to safety in
"Fireproof." (Photo by Todd Stone)

'These movies allowed
hundreds of people in our

church to be part of
something that impacts

people's lives.'

the teachers
would let us.”

Alex was hired by
Sherwood in
1999, where
Stephen was
already on staff,
to oversee its
radio and
television
ministries, but his
interest in
moviemaking was
still lingering in
the background.
By that point, the
church’s pastor,
the Rev. Michael

Catt, was already shaking up the way the church did business.
“Pastor Catt had challenged the staff to think in terms of reaching the
world from Albany, Ga.,” he says. “When I brought the movie idea to
him, he agreed to try it on a small scale.”

The movies, however, would have to be funded outside of Sherwood’s
regular budget. Instead of consulting producers to seek funding, Alex
and the church’s faithful sought out a higher power. “Catt told me,
‘You need to pray the money in,’” Alex says. “As people found out
that my brother and I were writing a movie, they began asking
questions and, before too long, started giving money toward it.”

As he approached Sherwood Pictures’ first film, “Flywheel,” in 2003,
he had only $20,000—a meager sum by Hollywood standards, but a
sizable amount for Sherwood Baptist.

“We used all of the money to buy equipment,” he says. “We didn’t
pay anybody anything. We shot at locations that belonged to
volunteers—either homes or businesses.” The entire crew consisted
of volunteers, including Alex, the film’s director, and Stephen, who
served as the producer.

What they achieved couldn’t
be considered significant on
a major motion picture
scale. The film quality was
average, and the acting was
conspicuously amateurish.
But the story—surrounding
a used car dealer who has a
deep, spiritual encounter
that causes a huge case of
conscience—struck a chord
with Christians eager for faith-friendly movies. An Albany theater
agreed to run “Flywheel” for a few days, which stretched into six
weeks. Theaters in Columbus and Tifton picked it up, and then
Sherwood Baptist Church successfully placed DVDs in Blockbuster
stores. The church independently sold 85,000 copies of
“Flywheel”—and the wheels began to turn about making the next
movie.
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Catherine Holt, played by Erin Bethea, is
consoled by friends as she laments her
marriage's decline. (Photo by Todd Stone)

For this project, “Facing the Giants,” the funding requirements would
be considerably bigger, but so would the expectations. A full-scale
crew would be needed, but money raised by the church—$100,000
this time—could never pay for all the services required on a typical
movie set. To compensate, Sherwood enlisted more than 500 of its
members. While most handled tasks as simple as babysitting or
cooking, many actually worked on the film and were trained by the
five professional filmmakers hired by Sherwood Pictures.

“We held a boot
camp through
our Sunday
school classes,”
Alex says. “We
did everything
we could to give
everyone a crash
course. Once we
started shooting,
each of those
five guys was in
charge of an
area, but they
were surrounded
by our church
volunteers.”

“These movies allowed hundreds of people in our church to be part of
something that impacts people’s lives,” says Catt. “Everyone gets to
work together in unity for a common purpose.”

Even the actors—including Alex, who played the lead in both
“Flywheel” and “Facing the Giants”—were volunteers. This second
story centers on a high school football coach who changes his
strategy both on and off the field and encounters some surprising
results. The sports-related theme led them to pursue a notable
cameo appearance by University of Georgia Bulldogs Head Coach
Mark Richt.

“When we called Coach Richt to find out if he’d be in the movie, we
found out that ‘Flywheel’ was in his top five favorite films,” Stephen
says.

The most remarkable aspect of “Facing the Giants” is that, having
only $100,000 to work with, the film has grossed more than $10
million in theaters and more than twice that much in DVD sales. Part
of the reason for “Facing the Giants”’ success was the church’s
partnership with Provident Films, a subsidiary of Sony BMG, which
came about through a simple phone call.

After the film was completed, Sherwood wanted to include a song
from Georgia-based Christian band Third Day in its soundtrack. The
church called Provident Music, which publishes Third Day, and sent
them a DVD for review to get permission to use the song. That DVD
made its way into the hands of executives at Sony BMG, Provident’s
parent company. “Sony offered to put it theaters nationwide,”
Stephen says.

While Sony opened the doors to more theaters and screens, they also

Georgia Magazine http://www.georgiamagazine.org/archives_view.asp?mon=12&...

3 of 5 6/12/15, 2:32 AM



Sherwood Pictures' previous film, "Facing
the Giants," astounded critics by earning
more than $10 million. (Photo by Todd
Stone)

cleared the way
for more films,
including
“Fireproof.” This
time out, Sony
fronted $500,000
to make the
movie, which
allowed Alex and
his crew to pursue
the ambitious
storyline about an
Albany firefighter
who has no
problem handling
fires at work, but
can’t seem to put
them out at home.

“In ‘Facing the Giants,’ there were times we actually had to adjust
the script to make it more shootable,” Alex says. “In ‘Fireproof,’ our
budget gave us greater flexibility to tell the story in the most
effective way possible.”

Part of the action involves some actual peril, including a scene where
firefighters remove a car from the path of an oncoming train, and
another where the movie’s hero, Caleb Holt (played by former teen
sitcom star Kirk Cameron, who also volunteered), runs into a fully
engulfed home to save a girl. “Those scenes made us nervous,” he
says. “It increased our prayer life, and we had to deal with more
safety issues, but everyone stepped up to the challenge.”

Even with five times more money than they had for “Facing the
Giants,” the costs far exceeded Sherwood’s funding, so volunteers
and donations were once again critical. The local medical center,
Phoebe Putney Memorial Hospital, allowed the crew to shoot in a wing
that was scheduled for renovations, and the fire scenes were shot in
two homes that a local worship center was planning to demolish.
“God always provided what we needed when we needed it,” Alex
says.

That provision also extends to what Sherwood Baptist is doing with
their share of the revenue from the movies. The church has
purchased 82 acres adjacent to its school south of Albany, and is
transforming the property into a sports park. Catt says the first phase
of the project is complete, and that all of the fields should be finished
in 2010.

“It’s amazing to see hundreds of kids out there playing soccer,
football and baseball,” Alex says. “Every event we have draws more
and more people—it’s very encouraging, and the community has
embraced it.”

With one more movie in the deal with Sony, Sherwood Pictures still
looks forward, but also deflects credit for the films’ success, while
limiting their expectations about what lies ahead.

“It’s really obvious to everyone that God chose to bless the movies,
and the response and the success is because of Him and not us,”
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Daffaney and Eric Young take a
break on the set of "Fireproof" with
daughter Jade, center. Eric
portrayed Terrell Sanders and Jade
played the role of Lacey Jackson in
the film. (Photo by Todd Stone)

Kendrick says. “You take
what you learn, and you
do your best on the next
one, but you also
recognize if the Lord
wants it to succeed, it will,
and if it doesn’t succeed
and we did our best, we
have nothing to be
ashamed of.”

—Doug DeBolt is an
Atlanta-based freelance
writer.

Details:

•

www.fireproofthemovie.com
• sherwoodpictures.com
• As of Nov. 1, “Fireproof” had finished in the Top 10 at the box office
three out of five weeks, and in 11th place twice. The pro-marriage
film from the producers of “Facing the Giants” has earned an
estimated $24 million.
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